ESTABLISHMENT Of
THE MODERN
INQUISITION IN SPAIN.

The consequence of
this edict was, that an heretic was only informed that he was accused, at the
moment when he was arrested and dragged to the dungeons of the Inquisition.....

A convert was considered as relapsed into heresy, if he kept the sabbath out of
respect to the law which he had abandoned; this was sufficiently proved if he wore
better linen and garments on that day than those which he commonly used, or had
not a fire in his house from the preceding evening; ....

These measures, so well adapted to multiply victims, could not fail in their effect,
and the tribunal soon began its cruel executions. On the 6th of January, 1481, six
persons were burnt, seventeen on the 26th of March following, and a still greater
number a month after; on the 4th of November, the same year, two hundred and
ninety-eight New Christians had suffered the punishment of burning, and seventy-
nine were condemned to the horrors of perpetual imprisonment in the town of
Seville alone. In other parts of the province and in the diocese of Cadiz, two
thousand of these unfortunate creatures were burnt; according to Mariana, a still
greater number were burnt in effigy, and one thousand seven hundred suffered

different canonical punishments.
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